
RASPBERRY HILL COMMUNITY GARDEN 

An organic garden project at the Franklin Land Trust’s (FLT) Guyette Farm. 
These guidelines are your responsibilities as a gardener. 

 
Overview. This garden contract gives you the opportunity to grow annual 
vegetables and flowers on a fertile piece of ground on a peaceful, beautiful, sunny 
hillside, among other gardeners with similar goals.  There is tremendous flexibility 
in what you can plant and how you organize your space and your time.  Past 
gardens have been as different as the people who tend them.  In order to ensure 
that  everyone has a best possible gardening experience on this shared land, the 
contract also confers responsibilities on each of us to the others.  
 
1. Accountability. Each season starts with confidence that we will each meet our 
responsibilities and that when this becomes difficult, we will be able to work 
together to solve any problems so that every gardener has a successful season and 
more years of the same, if desired. 
 
 1.1. Read and understand these guidelines. Before signing up for a plot, 
 prospective garden members will meet with a current garden member for an 
 overview of the history and culture of the garden and a review of the 
 guidelines and their intention. A garden mentor will be assigned to all new 
 gardeners to answer questions and offer assistance managing the guidelines 
 throughout the season.  (For example, to keep abreast of changing compost 
 locations, get help with recording community hours or pointing out weed 
 species.) 

 
1.2. The individual who signs up for a plot must meet the responsibilities to 
the community.  Use of a plot may be forfeited and renewals are not 
automatic.  This determination will be based on plot maintenance and 
community hours completion.  When reading the guidelines, note where the 
specifics governing this are outlined. 

 
 1.3. Consider in advance if you have time for the ongoing responsibilities of 
 a garden plot.  Available time can seem so abundant in the early days of a 
 growing season and become dear later on.  Depending on one’s practices, 
 the average required time is 2-5 hours per week from June through October.   
 



2. Registration.  Register for your plot each year. See the registration form for 
details on the deadline, annual costs per garden plot and Franklin Land Trust 
membership. First time gardeners may only sign up for one plot for their first year.  
 
 2.1. Responsible person. More than one person may garden in a plot, 
 however only one person will register for each plot and that person is 
 responsible for ensuring that the garden guidelines are observed. 
 Registration may be transferred from one gardener to another who is 
 gardening in the same plot only by written request to the garden email 
 group. Anyone under age 18 is required to have an adult co-signer. 
 
 2.2. Pay your fees. Plots may be rented or renewed starting October 31st.  A 
 plot may not be worked until completed registration forms and fees have 
 been received. All garden fees are non-refundable. Garden plots vary in size, 
 but are approximately 400 square feet (or larger) for a full plot; smaller half 
 plots are also available. 
 
 2.3. Use your plot. If a gardener has not begun any work on their plot by 
 June 1st and does not receive written permission by June 1st from the garden 
 registrar for a later start, they will forfeit their registration fee and use of the 
 plot for the remainder of the season. 
 
 2.4. FLT membership. All Garden registrants must be a member of the 
 Franklin Land Trust (the property owner). You may do this on your own or 
 through the garden registration form. 
 
3. Community Garden Service.  Five hours of community work are required per 
garden plot each year. 
 
 3.1.  There are many work activities that count toward community hours, 
 including weeding, maintenance of the raspberry/blueberry patch, the 
 compost pile and fencing, as well as some administrative tasks.  Other 
 community work pops up through the year on an as-needed basis.  If you are 
 not 100% sure that an activity counts toward community hours, send out an 
 email request to the group for clarification. First year garden members must 
 complete two community work hours before beginning any work on your 
 plot. Work on your own garden, path maintenance or attending meetings 
 does not count toward community hours. You are responsible for 
 choosing and completing your community hours.   



 
 3.2. Community hours are mostly of a physical nature. However, no one is 
 expected to exceed their physical abilities.  If you are not seeing community 
 hour opportunities that you can do, let someone know so it can be 
 discussed.  
 
 3.3. How community hours will be recorded is a work in progress.  Watch 
 for email updates.   
 
 3.4.  Failure to complete community hours will contribute to a no renewal 
 notification. 
 
4. Communication  Talk with fellow gardeners about any garden concerns.  This 
is the primary way all problems get solved. 
 
 4.1. Email. Garden members communicate relevant garden information and 
 ask questions by email. 
 
 4.2. Meetings. There are garden meetings throughout the year. All garden 
 members are invited. Meeting schedules, agendas, and minutes are shared by 
 email. 
 
 4.3. Offer help, ask for help. The garden functions best as a community if 
 members help each other keep up their plots.  If you have an extra hour to 
 offer a garden neighbor or need assistance yourself, use email to offer or ask. 
 Creating work alliances can keep your plot well maintained, even during 
 summer travel or other absences. 
 
 4.4. Garden parties. During the growing season, there will be at least four 
 dates scheduled for garden socializing. These optional meetings are intended 
 to put gardeners in the garden together to share stories, work, veggies, 
 growing tips or just the breeze and the view.  Come to work your plot, earn 
 hours for a community project, weed alongside a friend or just chat.  
 Sometimes this is the only time in a season we see our garden neighbors. 
 These parties are fun! 

 
5. Garden Practices. Our goal is garden practices that produce and maintain a 
healthy community of all participants, including plants, (some!) animals, living 
soil and humans. 



 
 5.1. Garden organically. The only fertilizers, spays, or supplements allowed 
 are those that are allowed in our Certified Organic setting. The use of other 
 herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides is NOT allowed. Please check by 
 email before using any other fertilizers or to check about any product if you 
 are unsure. The compost we make and buy is ideal for improving plot 
 nutrition and composition.  Please start by using the compost provided and 
 avoid industrial products when possible. 
 
 5.2. Visit your plot. The garden contract includes a commitment to visit the 
 plot at least once every two weeks, or designate a substitute if unavailable.  
 Refer to 4.3 above, regarding absences. 
 
6. Weed. Each gardener is expected to keep a well-maintained garden and clear 
paths around each plot. This is essential for managing pests and preventing weeds 
from going to seed or spreading by root or runner into other plots.  It is also 
essential to ensuring that when your plot is relinquished, the next gardener will 
have a “clean” plot to garden.  This is your main direct responsibility to your 
garden neighbors.   
 
 6.1. Annuals.  Any annual that you did not plant specifically for seed should 
 be removed before flowering.  If you are growing for a seed crop (i.e. 
 coriander or parsnips), collect the seed in a timely manner and watch for 
 indications that it has escaped your plot.  Work with your neighbors to 
 ensure your seed does not become a weeding problem for someone else. 
 
  6.1.1. Some common annual weeds should be removed as soon as  
  possible.  Examples include hemp nettle, sow thistle, galinsoga,   
  bedstraw, pigweed and others. If you didn’t plant it and don’t       
  know what it is, remove it before it flowers.  Any weeds that are   
  in flower or seed should be added to the stalk pile, not the    
  compost pile.   
 
  6.1.2. Other common annuals have food value but are weeds if we  
  define weeds as plants we didn’t plant.  These include chickweed,  
  lambs quarters and purslane, for example.  They are endemic but  
  relatively benign. Keep lamb’s quarters from seeding and manage the  
  others as best you can, out of consideration of your neighbors. 
 



  6.1.3.  Questions about annuals?  Ask by email.  Include a photo or  
  two if you can.  We would like to build a database of photos of plants  
  for different categories.  
 
 6.2. Perennials.  Do not plant perennials without permission.  Remove 
 perennials that enter your plot. This includes, but is not limited to, 
 milkweed, bindweed, goldenrod, creeping charlie and all meadow grasses.  
 There are exceptions, again in the edibles/pollinators category.  Dandelions 
 and clovers may be kept in plots if  managed.  Keep dandelions from seeding 
 and clovers from spreading.   
   
  6.2.1.Questions about perennials?  Ask by email.  Send photos. 
 
  6.2.2. Planting of non-native invasives or GMO plants is not   
  permitted! 

 
7.  Plot inspections.  Regular inspections are the basis for ongoing communication 
about plot maintenance. Inspectors agree to visit all plots and to keep all gardeners 
abreast of how they are doing and make requests when maintenance issues need 
attention.  Respond to requests promptly. 
 
 7.1. Inspection teams.  Inspection teams will be two gardeners who 
 volunteer for this duty.  If more than two volunteers step up, there will be a 
 rotation of inspectors during the season.  Inspectors agree to visit plots every 
 2-4 weeks starting on June 1st and communicate inspection reports by email 
 with gardeners after each round.  Inspection dates will be emailed at least 1 
 week in advance.  
 
 7.2.  Plots and walking paths, weeds and weeds.  Inspectors will be looking 
 for clear paths around plots and plots free of perennials and flowering annual 
 weeds. Reports will focus on what, if anything, needs to be done to keep a 
 plot “clean” enough to relinquish to a new gardener. 
 
 7.3. Expectations of gardeners.  Respond to requests promptly.  
 Communicate with inspectors if anything needs clarification or if you 
 anticipate a problem getting tasks completed. While you are responsible for  
 maintenance of your plot, help may be available.  Gardeners who do not 
 respond to  maintenance requests may forfeit their plot and/or become 
 ineligible for renewal. 



 
8.  End of Season. Plots must be free of weeds & grasses, mulched, cover-cropped 
and otherwise ready for the next season by October 31st. 
 
 8.1. Remaining cold weather crops may be left until no later than November 
 30th.   The rest of the plot must be tidy as stated above and the rest of it as 
 soon as crops are harvested. 
 
 8.2. Garlic may be planted in garden plots that have been cleared by the 
 garden inspection team for renewal. 
 
 8.3. Once a plot has been cleared for renewal, gardeners may choose to 
 overwinter some durable goods in the plot.  These would include wheel 
 barrows, garden stakes laid flat and tomato cages.  Fabric and plastic sheet 
 mulches may also be left.  Prevent anything, including hay mulch and  sheet 
 mulch, left in you plot from blowing.  Winter winds are surprisingly strong 
 and gusty.  If you are unsure about what items are permitted or about your 
 wind precautions, email the group for clarification.       

 
9. Forfeiture or non-renewal of plots. The underlying hope is for ongoing garden 
occupancy by each gardener. However, if a garden plot is not adequately 
maintained throughout the growing season according to the guidelines and/or if a 
gardener has not contributed their 5 community works hours, their plot may be 
subject to forfeiture or non-renewal.  A notice of forfeiture or non-renewal will 
come from the garden inspectors, both of whom agree it is appropriate. 
       
 9.1. Arbitration.  In the event a gardener is informed of pending forfeiture 
 or non-renewal, the gardener may appeal to the volunteer garden member 
 who serves as arbiter.  
 
    The steps for an appeal are as follows: 

 
 a. Within 7 days of notice of forfeiture or non-renewal, the gardener   
 must  contact the arbiter and request an appeal meeting.  The appeal meeting 
 will then be scheduled by the arbiter. The appeal meeting is to be held 
 within 7 days of the request.  
 
 b. At least one of the inspectors will attend the  appeal meeting, along with 
 the arbiter.   



 
 c. At the meeting, the gardener will explain why they should continue at the 
 garden. 
 
 d. After the meeting, the arbiter has 3 days to offer an opinion on 
 whether the gardener should be able to continue with the use of their plot. 
 
 e. If the arbiter is convinced the gardener should  stay at the garden, at least 
 one inspector must also agree. If neither inspector does agree, the plot will 
 be forfeited. 
 
 f. If the arbiter makes the decision that the gardener should lose their plot,  
 the plot will be forfeited. No other appeal is permitted. 
 
  g.  If the gardener is permitted to continue at the garden, conditions may be 
 put in place to address the issues that prompted the original recommendation 
 for forfeiture. The conditions will be put in writing.  
 
 h.  If the conditions are not met, forfeiture or non-renewal will result without 
 a further hearing. No other appeal is permitted.  
 
10. FAforA’s (Frequently Asked for Answers) 

 
 10.1. Pets. Dogs/pets must be leashed and must not be permitted to damage 
 or enter the plots of others. 
 
 10.2. Plot corners. There are stakes at each plot’s corners. Observe as your 
 plot boundaries the straight line between stakes. Do not move these corner 
 markers. 
 
 10.3. Water. The garden has a water system with hoses that reach to each 
 plot.  This water is not potable. Water lines are buried about 6 to 10 inches 
 deep in the center of the paths. Avoid use of any sharp tools in the paths 
 or otherwise around water lines. Be extremely careful not to puncture  the 
 water line! 

 
 10.4. Lots of vegetation gets pulled out of plots and paths over a  season.   
                   Where it goes falls into two categories; 

 



  10.4.1. Compost.  We want to take as much as possible of our removed 
  vegetation and turn it into compost for future use in the plots. This  
  vegetation is weed seed free and breaks down quickly.  There will  
  always be a pile for collecting this, although new piles may arise  
  during the season.  Watch for ongoing emails. 
 
  10.4.2. Field “waste”. Any thick stalks, like corn or sunflowers and  
  flowering or seeding weeds will go in a pile outside the garden to be  
  hauled away across the field  for composting.  This pile does not have  
  a permanent home so watch for emails.  
 
  10.4.3. If you are unsure of which category your pulled plants go or  
  you are unable to keep them separate as you weed, add them to the  
  Field  “waste” pile. Try to keep the  compost pile as clean as possible. 
 
  10.4.4. If you are going to add matter to the compost, please either sun 
  dry it down in your own plot first or spread it across the top surface of  
  the compost pile so it will sun dry there.   
 
 10.5. Shed. Please keep the garden shed neat and the door latched. Please 
 keep  tools organized, and put your name on your tools if you don’t want 
 them to be used by others. The shed is shared space, not personal storage. 
 Ask for permission to store anything larger than tools, e.g straw/hay bales. 
 
 10.6. Raspberry Hill Community Garden is made possible  by the generosity 
 of the Franklin Land Trust, by allowing us to use a portion of their 
 conservation land at no cost. Be a conscientious tenant.  
 
 10.7. The general public also use the FLT trails.  Leave room for other users 
 to park, be friendly and accommodating of other guests, and be accepting 
 and respectful of other projects and events sponsored by FLT. 
 
 10.8. Berries. We maintain the raspberry and blueberry bushes not just for 
 garden members to pick, but also for the general public. 
 
 10.9. MassWildlife. The Franklin Land Trust Guyette Farm land 
 outside of the community garden and parking area is under a permanent 
 wildlife conservation easement, which protects wildlife habitat and ensures 



 public access for non-motorized recreation such as nature study, hiking, 
 hunting, fishing, and trapping. 

 
WELCOME TO  

THE RASPBERRY HILL  

COMMMUNITY GARDEN! 
 

Come to meetings. Ask questions.  Talk to other gardeners.  
Maintain your plot. An abundant harvest takes less time and effort 

than you would think!  The guidelines and your co-gardeners are the 
key.  

 
 HAPPY GARDENING! 
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