
Raspberry Hill Community Garden 
An organic garden project at the Franklin Land Trust’s Guyette Farm. 

These guidelines are your responsibilities as a gardener. 
1. Read and understand these guidelines. New garden members will receive an orientation before they start gardening. 

One or more current garden members will review these guidelines with you, show you the garden resources, and 
otherwise help get you started. 

2. Register for your plot each year. See the registration form for details on the deadline and annual costs per garden plot, 
as well as donations for compost and Franklin Land Trust membership.  

2.1. Responsible person. More than one person may garden in a plot, however only one person will register for each 
plot and that person is responsible for ensuring that the garden guidelines are observed. Registration may be 
transferred from one gardener to another who is gardening in the same plot only by written request to the garden 
email group. Minors will be required to have an adult co-signer. 

2.2. Pay your fees. A plot may not be worked until completed registration forms and fees have been received. All 
garden fees are non-refundable. Garden plots vary in size, but are approximately 400 square feet (or larger) for a 
full plot, smaller half plots are also available. 

2.3. Use your plot. If a gardener does NOT begin working on their plot by June 1 and does NOT contact the garden 
registrar with an acceptable reason that prevented them from starting their plot, they will forfeit their registration 
fee and use of the plot for the remainder of the season. 

2.4. FLT membership. All Garden registrants must be active members of the Franklin Land Trust (the property 
owner). You may do this on your own or through the garden registration form. 

3. Community service.  
3.1. Five hours of community service are required per garden plot each year. This can be: administrative, fundraising 

tasks, or community outreach, working on a scheduled project, maintaining the compost pile or flower/herb 
garden, weeding common areas, or maintaining the blueberries and raspberries. Work on your own garden or 
attending meetings does not constitute community service. 

3.2. Projects and workshops The garden facilitates several ongoing projects and a schedule of public workshops. 
Descriptions of these are on the website, raspberryhillgarden.org. 

4. Communicate.   
4.1. Email. Garden members communicate relevant garden information through an email list. Questions can be posted 

to this list or to info@raspberryhillgarden.org.  
4.2. Meetings. There are garden meetings throughout the year. All garden members are invited. The meeting schedule, 

agenda, and minutes are posted to the email list. 
4.3. Ask for help. If maintaining your garden according to these guidelines becomes a problem, contact the garden 

email group for help.  
4.4. Garden parties. During the growing season, there will be four pre-set dates. The garden community will meet at 

the garden for shared work and social time. During this time gardeners will either work on their own plots, help 
others with their plots, or community work that counts toward community service hours. Gardeners are 
encouraged to come to these events. They’re fun! 

5. Garden.  
5.1. Garden organically. The only fertilizers, spays, or supplements allowed are those that are allowed in a Certified 

Organic setting. The use of other herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides is NOT allowed. Please check with the 
garden email group before using any other fertilizers. We are making a sincere effort to provide the needed 
compost for the whole garden in order to build a nutrient dense soil composition for the future. 

5.2. Visit your plot. Gardeners will make a commitment to visit their plot at least once every two weeks, or designate 
a substitute if unavailable. Gardeners are especially encouraged to ask other garden members to step in if help is 
needed, but any designee is welcome. 

5.3. Weed. Each gardener is expected to keep a well-maintained garden and clear paths around each plot. Working 
together to manage pests and preventing weeds from going to seed or spreading by root or runner into other plots 



will benefit the entire garden. There are some weeds that are particularly troublesome. These include all varieties 
of the grasses in the meadow, milkweed, thistle, goldenrod and bindweed, as well as others. Other plants are 
considered weeds but offer some benefit to the garden, such as dandelion, chickweed, purslane, galinsoga and 
lambs quarters. If gardeners choose to keep some of these, they are expected to cut these plants back before their 
seeds and runners spread to other parts of the garden. 

5.4. Watch what you plant. Annual plants are encouraged, however, limited perennials or overwintered plants are 
allowed in the garden plots if you are going to renew the following year. For example, non-spreading non-woody 
plants that can be easily removed are allowed (no taproot plants as in comfrey or horseradish). Please check with 
the garden email group before planting any perennials if you are not sure. Plantings should not encroach on the 
paths, your neighbors’ plots, or outside of the garden area. Avoid planting crops that are potentially invasive. 
PLANTING OF NON-NATIVE INVASIVES OR GMOs IS NOT ALLOWED! 

6. Keep it clean.  
6.1. TRASH IN/TRASH OUT! Trash/rubbish must be removed from the premises. 
6.2. Leave your plot better than you found it. It is an expectation that people will maintain their plot in such a way 

that if they were to give up their plot, it can be easily cleaned up and turned over to the next person. For example, 
all perennials must be completely removed. The original garden holder is responsible for doing this clean up. 

6.3. Plots must be cleared for winter by October 30th; otherwise they may not be renewed for the next year. An 
exception is made for cold weather plants that are still being harvested. Cleaning requires removing weeds and 
dead garden plants to discourage soil-borne disease and over-wintering pests. All unnatural items (temporary 
fencing, plastic jugs or buckets, plastic mulch, tools, etc.) must be removed. Gardeners may plant cover crops to 
improve the soil and keep down weeds. Winter storage of any items or materials in a garden plot is not permitted. 
All items must be removed from the garden site by November 30th or they are subject to removal and disposal by 
the Franklin Land Trust at the gardener’s expense.  

7. Be a good garden neighbor.  
7.1. Pets. Dogs/pets must be leashed and must not be permitted to damage or enter the plots of others. 
7.2. Plot corners. Don’t extend your garden into the paths or other communal areas. Do not move the corner markers 

of your plot without approval from the garden email group. 
7.3. Water. The garden has a water system with hoses that reach to each plot. All gardeners agree to learn how the 

system functions and to help maintain it. It is buried about 6 to 10 inches deep in the center of the paths. Care 
should be taken when weeding paths not to puncture the water pipes. 

7.4. Compost. See the composting guidelines posted at the garden. 
7.5. Herb & Flower garden. There is a shared corner plot of flowers, kitchen herbs, and medicinal plants (annuals 

and perennials) for use by the entire community garden. All garden members are encouraged to add plants to this 
garden each year and harvest as needed by cutting, (only pull up roots for medicinal purposes). 

7.6. Shed. Please keep the garden shed neat and the door latched. Please keep tools organized, and put your name on 
your tools if you don’t want them to be used. 

8. Be good tenants. The community garden is made possible by the generosity of the Franklin Land Trust (FLT) in 
allowing us to use a portion of their conservation land at no cost. 

8.1. FLT rules. We are guests here. Follow FLT’s rules for their property and limit our actions to those locations on 
the property that FLT has provided for us. 

8.2. Other users. We are not the only users of this land. Be conscious of leaving room for other users to park, be 
friendly and accommodating of other guests, and be accepting and respectful of other projects and events by FLT. 

8.3. Berries. We maintain the raspberry and blueberry bushes not just for garden members to pick, but also for other 
local community members. 

8.4. MassWildlife. FLT’s Guyette Farm land outside of the community garden and parking area is under a permanent 
wildlife conservation easement, which protects wildlife habitat and ensures public access for non-motorized 
recreation.such as nature study, hiking, hunting, fishing, and trapping. 

9. Get involved! There are far too many details to include here. The only way that these details get resolved is by working 
together. We also post more information on the garden website. Please come to meetings and garden parties. Talk with 
other gardeners, and help us improve the garden!


